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the manufactory was greatly extended, the source of me- 
chanical power being thus unlimited. 

" In order to obtain the desired degree of perfection in 
the manufacture of their steam-engines, Messrs. Boulton 
and Watt established a large and complete iron foundry 
at Smethwick, a convenient distance westward from Soho, 
and having the advantage of communication with the 
Birmingham Canal. 

«' The applicability of the steam engine to the purpose 
and various processes of coining, led to the erection here 
in 1788, of a coining mill, which was afterwards much 
improved, and acquired great celebrity for efficiency and 
dispatch. 

" Previous to Mr. Boulton's engagement to supply 
Government with copper coin, in order to bring his appa- 
ratus to the greatest perfection, he exercised it in coining 
silver money for Sierra Leone and the African Company, 
and copper for the East India Company and Bermudas. 
Various beautiful medals were likewise struck here from 
time to time, for the purpose of employing ingenious 
artists, and encouraging the revival of that branch of art, 
which in this kingdom had long been on the decline. 

" The penny and two-penny pieces of 1797, the half- 
pence and farthings of 1799, the pence, half-pence, and 
farthings of 1806 and 1807, (all of excellent pattern and 
workmanship,) and we believe the whole of the copper 
coinage of George the Third, which forms the principal 
part of that now in circulation, issued from the Soho 
Mint ; at which the five shilling bank tokens issued in 
1804 were also struck, and a coinage for the Russian go- 
verniaent 

*' In a national view, Mr. Boulton's undertakings were 
highly valuable and important. By collecting round him 
artists of various descriptions, rival talents were called 
forth, and by successive competition have been multiplied 
to an extent highly beneficial to the public. A barren 
heath has been covered with plenty and population ; and 
these works, which in their infancy were little known or 
attended to, now cover several acres, give employment to 
some hundreds of persons, and are said to be the first 
of their kind in Europe. Mr. Boulton ultimately pur- 



chased the fee-simple of Soho .and much of the adjoining 
land. 

" The liberal spirit and taste of the worthy proprietor 
was further exercised not only in the mansion, wherein 
he resided, but in the adjoining gardens, groves, and 
pleasure grounds, which, at the same time that they form 
an agreeable separation from the residence, render Soho, 
with its fine pool of water, a much-admired scene of pic* 
turesque beauty, where the sweets of solitude and retire- 
ment may be enjoyed, as if far distant from the busy hum 
of men. 

" The elder Messrs. Boulton and Watt are now both 
deceased, but the variopis manufactories are continued 
under several firms by the son of each, Matthew Robinson 
Boulton and James Wait, 

ST. PHILIP'S CHURCH. 

(See Engraving on the first page.) 
"This curious piece of architecture, the steeple o* 
which is erected after the model of St. Paul's, in London* 
but without its weight, does honour to the age that raised 
it, and to the place that contains it. Perhaps the eye of 
the critic cannot point out a fault, which the hand of tha 
artist can mend ; perhaps, too, the attentive eye cannot 
survey this pile of building, without communicating to 
the mind a small degree of pleasure. If the materials 
are not proof against time, it is rather a misfortune to be 
lamented, than an error to be complained of, the country 
producing no better. 

« When I first saw St. Philip's, in the year 1741, at a 
proper distance, unerowded with houses, for there were 
none to the north, New Hall excepted, untarnished with 
smoke, and illuminated by a western sun, I was delighted 
with its appearance, and thought it then, what I do now, 
and what others will in future, the pride of the place. 
If we assemble the beauties of the edifice, which covers 
a rood of ground ; the spacious area of the church-yard, 
occupying four acres, ornamented with walks in great 
perfection, shaded with trees in double and treble ranks, 
and surrounded with buildings in elegant taste; perhaps 
its equal cannot be found in the British dominions." 




^ THE TOWN HALL, BIRMINGHAM. 

** This splendid building was erected from designs, j <c A steam engine was employed to saw the stone ; two 
drawn by Joseph Hansom, who, in conjunction with Mr. I hundred thousand bricks were made from the clay out of 
Welsh, his partner, contracted for its erection, fox the I the foundation. A new species of machinery was con* 

%m of #i7,Qoo, with about £1700 frr e^iw* , 1 emitted j>y Mr, Hansom, $ Q ra jse the principal* of tbt 



